
DARWIN FILM SOCIETY  
2020 AGM MEETING MINUTES 

  
Date:  Saturday 29 May 2021  
Time:  5.30pm 
Location: Deckchair Cinema – Jervois Rd Darwin 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Attendees: 32 members attended. See attached Attendees List.  

Apologies Peter Caust, Helen Pereira, Tom Pearse. 

Quorum confirmed Yes 

2. Previous Minutes  

2019 Minutes Minutes were tabled by the Chair who summarised key points from the minutes. 
The Chair proposed that the 2019 AGM Minutes be accepted. 

Proposed:  John Schier  Seconded: Lex Silvester 

3. Business Arising from 2019 Annual General Meeting 

Action Arising There were no actions from the previous AGM minutes. 

4. Darwin Film Society Committee Chair’s Report for 2020 (January to December) including Annual 
Committee Report 

Chair Report The Chair said 2020 was a challenging but rewarding year for the Darwin Film 
Society (DFS). COVID-19 presented many challenges including the loss of 
Program 1 and associated revenue. Government support to get through COVID 
was much appreciated and the Board would like to thank the management team 
for their dedication and attitude during this difficult time. In 2020 we held 236 
screenings with total attendance of 34,305 people. There were 74 sold out nights, 
largely due to our reduced venue capacity. We screened 23 Australian films, and 
held the 10th annual Darwin International Film Festival. 

We made a number of improvements to our venue including landscaping, 
installing a new laser projector at a cost of $140,000 using DFS funds, and 
installed artificial turf. We maintained our strong membership base of over 1,200 
and our strong volunteer base. 
There has been one change to the committee in the past year with the addition of 
Tom Pearse as Treasurer, 
 
Proposed: Di Koser Seconded: Jo Van Ost  
 

5. Audit Financial Records, Auditor’s Report, and Treasurer’s report 

Financial Records 
Report 

 

And 

Auditor’s Report 

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chair reported that 2020 was a successful year 
for Deckchair Cinema overall, and the auditors do not have any issues to present.  

Income for 2020 calendar year was $1,116,083 with the main income streams being 
Admission sales and Kiosk sales. Closure of the cinema in May and June impacted 
these sales, however we received a generous ATO Cash flow boost rebate of 
$54,234; an ATO Job keeper rebate of $136,500; and an NT Survival fund rebate 
of $26,625 which formed part of DFS’ income. 



 We received a program grant to run DIFF, and a capital grant from the NTG was 
received for the outdoor dining seating and for the artificial turf. Net operating profit 
for 2020 was $66,554, up from $35,921 in 2019. 

Proposed: Peter Waggitt Seconded: Di Koser. 

6. Nomination of New Committee 

Committee Members Nine nominations were received for nine committee member positions – Jeff 
Coulter; Phillip Hickey; Lee Upton; Helen Pereira; John Schier; Di Koser; Felicity 
Watt; Lex Silvester, and Tom Pearse. All were accepted. 

7. Appointment of Auditor for next AGM  

Auditor The Treasurer moved a motion to accept Brian Tucker as the Auditor for 2021.  

Proposed: Neil Ludwigsen Seconded: Di Koser 

 

8. Question Time  

Members  There was some discussion concerning about the new artificial turf which everyone 
agreed was a great improvement. There were less possums this year and that was 
noted. Members asked if the Deckchair could open earlier than 6.00pm, as the new 
screening time of 7.00pm meant that everyone only had one hour to purchase and 
eat food and drinks and get ready for the movie. Long queues form during that hour 
as people try and get food and drinks, The Chair said we were looking at opening 
the cinema at an earlier time however we had to take into account that our casual 
staff have other jobs which may make it difficult for them to get to the cinema earlier. 
It was agreed to put bench seating near the queue for food to assist older patrons 
if they need a seat. There was also discussion about cushion etiquette and signage 
to let tourists know about the etiquette. 

Member were informed about the search for a new indoor venue to screen films. 
DFS has got the equipment to fit out an internal space and screen films year round.  

Committee  The Chair thanked Deckchair Cinema staff, volunteers, and committee members 
for their tireless work in 2020 

9. Close  

Meeting Closed 5.50pm 

 
 
 


