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Welcome
John Schier

Chair, Darwin Film Society

The support of both private enterprise and the Government will be crucial
to enable the Darwin International Film Festival (D.I.F.F.) to continue to
gain momentum and become a permanent fixture on the Darwin arts
calendar. We are delighted that the Northern Territory Government
through Screen Territory lead by Ms Penelope McDonald has committed
financial support for a three year period until 2015.
Our thanks also go to Mr Ian Kew and his team at the Darwin
International Airport for their third consecutive year of valuable assistance as the major sponsor.
We would also like to thank the Power & Water Corporation, Fyfe Engineering and Bendigo
Bank for coming on board with financial donations and all other in-kind supporters and sponsors.
The Darwin Film Society committee, our particularly committed manager in Ms Louise Gillett,
the D.I.F.F sub-committee, the staff at The Deckchair and our valuable volunteers all require high
praise in bringing you this level of film culture so greatly appreciated I am sure!
We encourage all patrons to consider membership of the Darwin Film Society to assist us in our
endeavours to deliver a wide range of unique films throughout all our programmes.

Ian Kew,

Chief Executive Officer, Northern Territory Airports

I’d like to congratulate the Darwin Film Society and the team at the
Deckchair Cinema for putting together yet another culturally rich and
entertaining Darwin International Film Festival Program.
Darwin’s International Film Festival challenges and engages the audience
with unique film selections otherwise not screened in the Northern
Territory. As a result, the Festival is fast developing a wonderful reputation
for the variety of International cinematography shown, the cultural
experience it provides viewers and for the unique atmosphere the Deckchair Cinema is well
known for.
Darwin International Airport is very proud to be involved and support this year’s event and I
encourage everyone to be involved and experience a night at the iconic Darwin International
Film Festival at the Deckchair Cinema.

Louise Gillett

General Manager, Deckchair Cinema and Festival Director

Going into its third year, the Darwin International Film Festival is
becoming an eagerly anticipated event for Darwin and the film
community. The festival is growing in size and reputation and this year
we anticipate an audience of around 2,500 will attend over the 8
amazing nights of DIFF 2012.
We are very grateful for the wonderful support of our Sponsors and
Supporters – their enthusiasm provides encouragement and helps us to
integrate the event through a wide cross section of the community. Special thanks also to our
Festival Advisor – Michael Sergi, who has provided invaluable program advice and secured
films that we would not otherwise have the opportunity to screen.
The program of films this year will showcase the best of world cinema, with a fascinating mix
of countries and cultures represented. There is an equally wide range of film genres that will
provide something for everyone, whether your taste is mystery, drama, comedy or romance. DIFF
gives us all an opportunity to experience films with a difference and we hope you’ll enjoy the
films and the festival experience.
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Country
France
XX

Year
2012
XX

Directed By
Benoit Jacquot
XX

Distributed By
Transmission Films
XX

Language
French
XX

Running
Time
Subtitles
100m
XX

Running Time
XX

Wednesday
19th September,
7.30pm

Farewell My Queen

Opening Night
Set on the eve of the French Revolution,
this stunning film tells the story of the
revolution from the point of view of
Sidonie, a servant girl whose role is to
read to the glamorous Marie Antoinette.
Sidonie adores the Queen (Diane Kruger)
and perhaps naively believes she is a
friend and confidante.
Filmed in the gilded halls of Versailles,
Farewell my Queen contrasts the
extravagance of the palace against the
poverty of the servants and populace
of France at the time. As news of the
impending revolution filters through the
palace, there is panic and chaos as
members of the court abandon their posts
in an effort to save themselves.

Farewell My Queen opened the Berlin
Film Festival and the San Francisco
International Film Festival.
“Benoit Jacquot’s engrossing film tells a
story we know well, seen from a point
of view we may not have considered.
Based on a novel with the same title by
Chantal Thomas, it is limited to what
Sidonie can know and understand.
Since all of the mounting horror takes
place at a distance, in whispers, in a
way it’s more dreadful than if she were
learning things firsthand.” Roger Ebert,
Chicago Sun-Times

A fascinating and intimate view of this
important time in France’s history –
darwinfilmfest.com.au

Country

Turkey /
Bosnia-Herzogovina

Year
2011

Directed By

Nuri Bilge Ceylan

Distributed By
Madman

Rating
M

Language
Turkish

Running Time
150m

Thursday
20th September,
7:30pm

Once Upon a Time in Anatolia

Late one night, an array of men - a police
commissioner, a prosecutor, a doctor, a
murder suspect and others - pack themselves into three cars and drive through
the Anatolian countryside, searching for
a body, across serpentine roads and rolling hills. The suspect claims he was drunk
and can’t quite remember where the body
was buried; field after field, they dig but
discover only dirt. As the night draws on,
tensions escalate, and individual stories
slowly emerge from the weary small talk
of the men. Nothing here is simple, and
when the body is found, the real questions
begin.
Winner of the Grand Prix at Cannes
2011 and a favourite at film festivals
around the world, this is a visually remarkable and enticing film that has to be seen
on the big screen.
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“Turkish director Nuri Bilge Ceylan is
one of the world’s most interesting directors today, in his own way as important
as Michael Haneke or Terence Malick
- and anyone seriously interested in contemporary cinema will be keen to see
the latest work by the director of Distant,
Three Monkeys and other fine films. His
latest, which shared the Grand Prix at
Cannes last year, is a long, demanding,
stunningly beautiful movie ostensibly
about an investigation into a murder,
but filled with oblique references and
clues about a much larger subject - the
gulf between the citizens of sophisticated urban Turkey and the people who
live in this desolate, run-down part of
Anatolia.” David Stratton, At the Movies.
4.5 stars

Country
Korea

Year
2011

Directed By
Lee Han

Distributed By
CJ Entertainment

Language
Korean

Running Time
110m

Friday
21st September,
7.30pm
Australian Premiere
A witty and engaging coming of age
story about an 18 year old boy called
Wandeuk. Living with his Dad and an
uncle, and hassled by a teacher whose
death he prays for, Wandeuk thinks
punching people is the way to deal with
problems, until his teacher leads him on a
better path.

Punch
Based on an enormously popular Korean
novel by Kim Yeo-ryung, the film evolves
into an uplifting family and social drama,
dealing with issues around education,
disability and multiculturalism. Punch was
the number one box office hit in Korea for
four solid weeks last year.
“This comedy drama deals with a range
of socio-cultural issues currently being
experienced in Korea, but this is not
what defines the film as a whole. With
its excellent screenplay and captivating
acting performances, Punch is a truly
character-driven story that paints a silver
lining around its characters’ misfortunes
as they discover the impact others can
have on their own lives.” C.J. Wheeler,
HanCinema
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Country

South Africa

Year
2012

Directed By

Oliver Hermanus

Distributed By
Palace

Rating
R

Language

Afrikaans with English

Running Time
105m

Friday
21st September,
9:40pm
Francois lives a skilfully controlled,
well managed life in Bloemfontein,
South Africa. Father of two daughters
and a devoted husband, he is wholly
unprepared when a chance encounter
unravels his clean and ordered existence.
23 year old Christian is the son of a
long lost friend. By all accounts, he is
the personification of a handsome young

Beauty
man in the prime of his life. Francois
is so disarmed by the young man that
it instantly ignites within him an all
consuming infatuation and misplaced lust.
This film presents a confronting but honest
tale of an angry white male in modern
South Africa.
The first feature film in Afrikaans ever to
be screened at Cannes - Beauty won the
Queer Palme award and was also in the
Un Certain Regard selection.
Hermanus’s film serves as a bold
statement on the stereotypical Afrikaans
male, now struggling to remain relevant
in an environment that appears
foreign.” Ed Gibbs, smh.com.au
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Country

UK / Germany / France

Year
2012

Directed By

Barnaby Southcombe

Distributed By
Transmission Films

Language
English

Running Time
93m

Saturday
22nd September,
7.30pm

I, Anna

A London-set psychological thriller starring
Charlotte Rampling in a powerful femme
fatale role. I, Anna is an engrossing
film that crosses genre boundaries,
merging mature romance with murder
and mystery. It charts the story of a
divorcee, looking for romance, whose life
is turned upside down when a man she
meets at a singles party, winds up dead.
Gabriel Byrne stars as the detective, who
while investigating the crime, becomes
obsessed with Rampling’s character to the
point where his professional judgement is
compromised.
This is the first feature film directed by
Rampling’s son, Barnaby Southcombe.
Based on a novel of the same name by
Elsa Lewin, I, Anna screened at Berlin and
Sydney Film Festivals.

“A solid entry in the neo-noir canon, I,
Anna blends style with smart writing to
make for an engaging crime thriller led by
two of modern cinemas more watchable
veterans.” Matthew Pejkovic, Matt’s
Movie Reviews
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Country

Australia / Germany

Year
2012

Directed By
Cate Shortland

Distributed By
Transmission Films

Rating
MA15+

Language
German

Running Time
104m

Saturday
22 September,
9.30pm
From acclaimed Australian director,
Cate Shortland, winner of the 2004 AFI
Awards for Best Direction and Best Film
for Somersault, comes Lore.
Set in Germany, in the immediate
aftermath of WWII, this enthralling tale
is seen through the eyes of a teenage
girl, Lore. The daughter of an SS Officer
and raised as a faithful follower of the
Fuhrer, Lore finds herself responsible for
getting her young siblings across country
to their grandmother after their mother
is arrested. Their journey through war
ravaged countryside and newly occupied
land challenges everything Lore has been
taught to believe, particularly when she
is forced to accept help from a Jewish
refugee – a boy she is both attracted to
and repulsed by.
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Lore
This beautifully shot film gives a
perspective of war rarely seen – the
viewpoint of children losing their
innocence, and a society waking up to
the lies they have been told.
“Lore haunts with tenderness and tragedy;
an accomplished alternative to the usual
war dramas.” Sarah Ward, ArtsHub
“Excellent performances from the entire
cast, Saskia Rosendahl as Lore in
particular, drive this story deep into the
senses, and will be with me for quite
some time to come.” Kate Rodger,
3News.co.nz

Country

China/USA

Year
2011

Directed By
Zhang Yimou

Distributed By
Roadshow

Language
English

Running Time
146m

Sunday
23 September,
7.30pm

Flowers of War

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
From internationally celebrated director
Zhang Yimou (Ju Dou, Raise the Red
Lantern, Hero, House Of Flying Daggers)
comes a story of love and war - and a
band of outcasts who emerge as unlikely
heroes from the shadows of a city’s
occupation.

Awarded Best Film at the Asian Film
Awards
“Impressively directed and beautifully
shot, this is a compelling, superbly acted
drama that exerts a powerful emotional
grip” Matthew Turner, View London

Christian Bale stars in this epic production
about the Japanese invasion of Nanking
in 1937. Posing as an American priest,
he attempts to protect a group of convent
school girls and thirteen courtesans, all
seeking refuge from the horrors taking
place outside the church walls. Struggling
to survive the violence and persecution
wrought by the Japanese army, it is an
act of heroism which eventually leads the
seemingly disparate group to fight back,
risking their lives for the sake of everyone.
darwin international
darwinfilmfest.com.au
film festival

Country
USA

Year
2012

Directed By
Walter Salles

Distributed By
Icon

Language
English

Running Time
140m

Monday
24th September,
7:30pm
Based on Jack Kerouac’s classic novel
of the 1950’s “beat generation”, On the
Road, brings together an ensemble of fine
young actors including Garrett Hedlund
(Tron: Legacy) Sam Riley (Control,
Brighton Rock), and Kristen Stewart (The
Twilight Saga).

On the Road
Following his father’s death, Sal Paradise,
an aspiring New York writer meets Dean
Moriarty, a devastatingly charming excon, who is married to the very liberated
and seductive Marylou. Sal and Dean
bond instantly. Determined not to get
locked in to a constricted life, the two
friends cut their ties and take to the road
with Marylou. Thirsting for liberty, the
three young people head off in search
of the world, of other encounters, and of
themselves.
“The book has long been deemed
unfilmable. But Salles has proven the
contrary, bringing evocative images, fresh
faces, and some fine emotional shadings
to the famous, rambling tale of friendship,
love, sex, drugs, jazz, literature, and the
American landscape. Jon Frosch, The
Atlantic
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Country
Sweden

Year
2012

Directed By
Fredrik Gertten

Distributed By
WG Films

Language

English with some
Swedish language

Running Time
87m

Tuesday
25th September,
7:30pm

Big Boys Gone Bananas

The true story about a Swedish filmmaker
and a banana corporation, compelte
with dirty tricks, lawsuits and media
manipulation.
Big Boys Gone Bananas has been called
a classic David and Goliath story - but
it is more about freedom of speech
and what happens to a documentary
filmmaker when he goes up against a
large corporation such as Dole Foods.
How far will Dole go to shift the focus off
of them and onto the filmmaker, even after
their own CEO admitted wrong doing in
a court of law?
Media spin, PR scare tactics, and
corporate bullying come into play to
try and destroy the filmmaker. But, it is
the people who ultimately prevail, thus
creating a cautionary tale and a real life
learning experience.

“a chilling look at the brave new field of
strategic communication, which employs
not just marketing experts but covert
operatives to protect brands. As one
specialist observes, we live in “an era of
extreme reputation anxiety.” Sheri Linden,
Los Angeles Times
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Country
USA

Year
2012

Directed By
Lynn Shelton

Distributed By
Madman

Rating
M

Language
English

Running Time
90m

Wednesday
26th September,
7.30pm

Your Sister’ s Sister

CLOSING NIGHT
Following the success of her Sundance
award winning film Humpday, Lynn
Shelton weaves another compellingly
human story in Your Sister’s Sister. One
year after his brother’s death, Jack (Mark
Duplass) hasn’t recovered. His best
friend, Iris (Emily Blunt), prescribes solitary
reflection and sends him to her father’s
empty cabin. But she doesn’t realise

her sister, Hannah (Rosemarie DeWitt),
is there for similar reasons, having just
walked out on a long term relationship.
Over tequila shots, Hannah and Jack
get acquainted. When Iris drops in
unexpectedly, complications arise with
rivalry and more than a few surprising
revelations.
Screened in official selection at
Sundance, Tribeca and Toronto Film
Festivals.
“So many movies try to capture human
relationships and fail miserably. A few
come close. Your Sister’s Sister nails it with
grace, humour and winning charm. The
authenticity is helped immeasurably by
a wholly unpredictable, unconventional
and always captivating story, written and
directed by Lynn Shelton.” Claudia Puig,
USA Today
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Film Culture Events
Blessed
Saturday 22nd September, 8 pm, Museum
Theatrette, MAGNT
Brown’s Mart Productions invite you to join
screenwriters Andrew Bovell and Patricia
Cornelius in a unique screening of their
haunting film, ‘Blessed’.
During the course of 24 hours, seven children
wander the streets in an urban odyssey. Dawn
breaks, and it’s the same day but now we
experience the viewpoint of the five mothers.
‘Blessed’ is a film about mothers and children,
about love and beauty, about being lost and
finding your way home.
Directed by Ana Kokkinos and co-written
by Bovell, Cornelius, Christos Tsiolkas and
Melissa Reeves, ‘Blessed’ was one of the most
beautiful films of 2010. It features a stellar cast
that includes: Frances O’Connor, Miranda
Otto, Deborra-Lee Furness, Wayne Blair and
William McInnes.
An umbrella event of the Darwin International
Film Festival, the MAGNT screening will
include an in-conversation with the visiting
screenwriters.

The sessions will also be an opportunity to
connect with the industry and find out more
about new programs and broader current
policy issues.
RSVP essential by Fri 21 September
Wednesday 26 September
Vibe Hotel Darwin, Kitchener Dve, Darwin
3.30–5.30pm
RSVP to darwin.rsvp@screenaustralia.gov.au

Bob Plasto Screen Award
Presentation of the Bob Plasto Screen Award
will be made at the Darwin International Film
Festival on Closing Night, Wednesday 26
September at 7.30pm.
Named in honour of the late Bob Plasto who
made 75 documentaries in his distinguished
career, of which 20 were about the Territory.
The Award honours the achievements
of Territorians in the screen industry by
recognising the outstanding contributions they
have made to the value and recognition of the
screen industry in the Northern Territory.

Price: $10 (cash only)
Contact: admin@
brownsmart.com.au

Screen Australia: The Big Picture
Now in its fifth year, Screen Australia invites
you to attend a public information session in
Darwin on how the agency is focussing its
efforts to promote, grow and support Australian
storytelling. Screen Australia welcomes your
contribution to this ongoing and important
dialogue.

Image: “2011 Bob Plasto Screen Award recipient –
David Tranter (3rd from left) and family”
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Tickets & Information
Spend an evening under the stars at Deckchair Cinema,
Darwin’s iconic outdoor movie venue. Experience a diverse collection of films in a beautiful
tropical setting.
Box office and gate open nightly at 6.30pm. First film starts at 7.30pm.
Come down early, watch the sunset over the harbour while you enjoy a refreshing beverage from
our fully licensed kiosk, feast your taste buds on a hot meal from one of our food vendors, or,
bring a picnic. Strictly No BYO alcohol.
Tickets
Single 		 Double Session (Fri & Sat night)
$15 Adults		 $22 Adults 			
$11 Concession* 		 $17 Concession* 			
$9 Members & Seniors* 		 $14 Members & Seniors* 		
Festival Packages
All 10 films		 5 films
$120 Adults		 $65 Adults
$75 Members & Seniors*		 $40 Members & Seniors*				
*Proof required. Australian Government Cardholders only

All tickets available for purchase online at www.darwinfilmfest.com.au or at the
Deckchair Cinema box office (open from 6.30pm each night)
Cash, EFTPOS and credit card facility available.
Contact Us
info@deckchaircinema.com
Ph: 08 8981 0700
www.deckchaircinema.com.au
Location
Deckchair Cinema
Jervois Road, off Kitchener Drive
Darwin Waterfront
FREE car parking at the cinema and Esplanade after 6pm
Only a short walk from town, take the scenic Damoe Ra
Walkway from the Esplanade (just behind Parliament
House).
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wednesday

19
thursday
20 th
friday
21 st
saturday
22nd
sunday
23rd
monday
24 th
tuesday
25 th
wednesday
26 th
th

september

7.30pm

Farewell My Queen 		

100m

OPENING NIGHT Official Opening by Her Honour, the Honourable Sally
Thomas AM, Administrator of the Northern Territory

7.30pm

Once Upon a Time in Anatolia

7.30pm

Punch		

(M)

150m

september

september

september

september

110m

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE		
9.40pm

Beauty

7.30pm

I, Anna		

(R18+)

105m
92m

With special guests, Australian Screenwriters Andrew Bovell and Patricia
Cornelius
9.30pm
Lore
(MA15+) 104m

7.30pm

Flowers of War		

146m

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

7.30pm

On The Road		

140m

7.30pm

Big Boys Gone Bananas		

87m

7.30pm

Your Sister’s Sister

90m

september

september

september

(M)

CLOSING NIGHT Including presentation of the Bob Plasto Screen Award
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